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As a below named inventor, I hereby declare that: 

My residence, post office address and citizenship arc as stated bctow next to my name, 

I believe I am the original, Orst and sole inventor (if only one name is listed below) or an original, first and joint 
inventor (if plural names are listed below) of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is sought 
on the invention entitled 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 



the specification of which (check only one item below): 
fx] is attached hereto. 

nied as United States application 

Serial No. — 

on - 
and was amended 

on (if applicable) 

j I was filed as PCX international application 

Number — 

on . 

and was amended under PCT Article 19 

on (if applicable) 

I hereby state that I have reviewed and understand the contents of the above-identified specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment referred to above. 

I acknowledge the duty to disclose information which is known lo me or other pcrson(s) involved in the 
preparation or prosecution of this application to be material to the examination of this application and to 
patentability as defined in Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, §U6. 

I hereby authorize the U.S. attorney or agem named herein to accept and follow instmaibns from 



as to any action taken in the Patent and Trademark Office regarding this application without direct communication 
between the U.S. attorney or agent and the undersigned. In the event of a change in the persons from whoni 
instnictions may be taken, the U.S. attorney Or agent named herein will be so noticed by the undersigned. 

I hereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35, United States Code, §119 of any foreign application(s) for 
patent or inventor's certificate or of any PCT international application(s) designating at least one country other that 
the United States of America listed below and have also identified below any foreign appHcation(s) for patent or 
inventor's certificate or any PCT intemationai appiication(s) designating at least one country other than the United 
States of America filed by me on the same subject matter having a filing date before that of the application(s) of 
which priority is claimed: 



PRIOR roREJGN/PCT APPUCATION(S) AND ANY PRIORfTY CLAIMS UNDER 35 U.S.C. 119 



COUMTRT 
(» PCt. Intf tc«l« -Pcn 


APPLICATION MUMBCrt 


DATE O^ FiLfNia 


PfUORnnr CUUMEO 
UNDER as use 1 19 


Europe 


98 81 0930.2 


17/09/1998 




a NO 








□ YES 


a NO 








□ VC9 


□ NO 








□ VES 


□ MO 








□ YES 


□ NO 
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1 hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code, §120 of any United States appllcation(s) or PCT 
iatemaiional applicarion(s) designating the United Smts of America that is/arc listed below and, insofar as the subject 
matter of each of the claims of this application is not disclosed in that/those prior appUcatxon(s) in the manner provided 
by the first paragraph of Title 35, United States Code, §112, 1 acknowledge the duty to disclose material information as 
defined in Title 37. Code of Federal Regulations, §1.56(a) which occurred between the filing date of the prior 
application(s) and the national or PCT international filing date of this application: 



PAIOA U.S APPUCA710NS On PCT IHTERNATIONAL APPUCATICNS PESIGNATiNQ THE BENERT UNDER 35 OS-C 120 



U.S. APPUCAT10NS 



U.SL AFPUCAT10N HUUBER 


UJS. FlUNQ DATE 


PATeNTED 


PENO»IO 


ABANOONEO 
































PCT APPUCATIONS DESIGNATING THE U.S. 








1 PCT APPUCATtON NUMBER 


PCT nUNO OATE 


U,6. SERIAL NLHMaERS 
AadiaNEP(lf«ny» 
































1 













STATUS (Gfcffc* m> 



POWER OF ATTORNEY: Aa a named invemer. I hmby appoM tho foQowtng aitomey(s) and/or soenUs) to proaaeuta thia appttealion 
and transact au business In the Psnant and Trademark Office connected tftsrewith. (Ust name and registration numtor) 

Paul J. Vincent Reg. No. 37,461 



Send Correapondtnce to: 



Schuster & Partner 
Wiederholdstr • 10 
70174 Stuttgart 



1 

i 




PAMiCVMAME 

HILTEBRANDT 


FmarorvEN name 

SIEGFRIED 


SECOND ONBI NAME 


f 


RES10EMCE4 
CfnZENSHIP 


CITY 

KNITTLINGEN 


STATE OR rORQGN COUNTRY 

GERMANY 


eOUNTRY OP CmZENSNiP 

GERMANY 


i- 


POSTOPPtCS 
AOORES3 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 

D-75438 


CITY 

KMTTTT.TKir.FM ,„ 


STATE A 2IP OODBJCQUHTPY 
D-7S^nR 




FULLMAME 
OF INVENTOA 


FAMU.VNAME 


FIRST OIVEN NAME 


SECOND QlVCNNMie 


g 


RESIDENCE & 

cmttNSMip 


cmr 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY 


COUNTRY OP CmZENSHIP 




POSTOPRCE 
ADDRESS 


POST OFFICE ADDRESS 


cmr 


STATE S ZIP COD&OOUNrnY 




rULLNAME 
OF INVENTOR 


FAMttY NAME 


FIRST GIVEN NAME 


SECOND GIVEN NAME 


g 


RCSlOeNCEA 

cnzENSMP 


crTY 


STATE OR FOREIGN COUNTRY 


COUNTRY or CmZCNSHIP 




POSTOFPtCe 
A0DR£S3 


POST OFFICE ADOBE SS 


CITY 


STATE A 2IP COOE/OOUNTRY 



Otraet Telephone Calle te: 

Country Code: 49 
City Code: 711 



I hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the United States of America that all statements made herein of 
my own knowledge are true and that alt statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statemenis were made with the knowledge thai willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine and 
imprisoflfneni. or both, under section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and ihai such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 




SfONATURC OP INVENTOR 303 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 203 



3<^Sept ember , 19 99 



DATE 
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DATE 
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STATEMENT CLAIMING SMALL ENTITY STATUS 
(37 CFR 1.9(f) & 1.27(b))^NDEPENDENT INVENTOR 



Docket Numbar (Optional) 
US 4037 



Applicant, Patentee, orldentifier HILTEBRANDT. Siegfried 
Application or Patent No.: 



Filed or Issued: ^ 

SURGICAL INSTRUMENT 



TrtJe: 



As a below named inventor I hereby state that f qualify as an independent xix^tfirsXtiX as defined fn 3 7 CFR 1 . 9(c) 
for purposes of paying reduced fees to the Patent and Trademark Office described in: 

the specification filed herewith wfth title as listed above. 

n the application identified above. 

n the patent identined above. 

I have not assigned, granted, conveyed, orlicensed. and am under no obligation under contractor lawto assign, 
grant convey, or license, any rights in the invention to any penson who would not qualify as an independent inventor 
under 37 CFR 19(c) if that person had made the invention, or to any concern which would not qualify as a small 
business concern under 37 CFR 1 . 9(d) or a nonprofit organization under 37 CFR 1 . 9(e). 

Each person, concern^ or organization to which I have assigned, granted, conveyed, or licensed or am under an 
obligation under contract or law to assign, grant, convey, or licenso any rights in the invention is listed t>elow: 

No such person, concern, or organization exists. 

I I Each such person, concern, or organization is listed below. 



Separate statements are required from each named person, concern, or organization having rights to the invention 
stating their status as smalt entities. (37 CFR 1 .27) 

I acknowledge the duty to file, in this application or patent notification of any change in status resulting in loss of 
entitlement to sn^all entity status prior to paying, or at the time of paying, the eadiest of the issue fee or any 
maintenance fee due after the date on which status as a small entity Is no longer appropriate. (37 CFR 1 .26(b)) 



Siegfried HILTEBRANDT 



NAMEOF INVENTOR 



NAME OF INVENTOR 



NAME OF INVENTOR 



Sigrwture of inventor 
^\ September/y , 1999 



Signature of tnvencor 



Date 



Date 



StQnature of inventor 



Date 
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Wrt^^oo, OC 20231 DO HOT SCnO FEES OROOliPtETHO FORMS TO T><ia AOORESS. SgND TO: Aeaiaum Commiiiwrw far Patwttf. WasJw^gtan. 
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